After the rediscovery of Mendel's work in 1900, bitter disputes erupted between the first geneticists and the biometricians who studied quantitative traits. How could the discrete genes of the geneticists explain the continuous variation observed by biometricians? And could natural selection shape variation in these genes? Eventually, the two camps came to understand that quantitative variation is due to multiple Mendelian genes of small effect, and selection on this variation is highly effective. Yet in 1931, very few attempts had been made to formally describe the genetics of evolving populations. By explicitly reconciling Mendel's and Darwin's theories, Sewall Wright and the other pioneers of population genetics laid an enduring mathematical foundation for understanding evolution.
